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One main limitation is the small number of outcomes- stroke within seven days post-TAI in a family practice population- however it is good that a family practice population was used in terms of generalizability to our setting.

As the authors noted, the small number of strokes limited the ability to look at associations between risk factors and stroke –they chose several that have been found to be statistically significant in previous studies and as you mentioned there are several other factors you would look at that were not included in the score.

The factors that were significant in the derivation sample were not all significant in the 2 validation samples.  Due to the small sample in the derivation group this is not too surprising- some of the confidence intervals for the HR (ie relative risk) in table 2 are quite wide- this means that the real association could be much smaller or larger than the HR (see wide confidence intervals).  Differences in populations could also explain some differences- there was almost 10 years between the cohorts – definitions of hypertension and diabetes might have changed over this time, for example.

A drawback of these scores that total items is that everything is weighted equally- e.g. age is given the same weight as duration, signs etc.  The score does not really become useful until it reaches 5 or greater.  The results suggest that anyone with 3 or fewer has no risk of stroke but I think physicians would be hesitant to accept this based on this study alone since the risks of not following up are so high.  

As we calculated, a score of 5 or more has almost perfect sensitivity (it doesn’t miss many), but also gives a very large number of false positives.  The likelihood ratio is a measure that takes both of these factors into account.  The likelihood ratio of a positive test (1.23 in this case) indicates how much the odds of a stroke increase given a score of 5 or more.  This is the most important piece of information when looking at a test or score- does it give you more information than you had to begin with?  

