Family Medicine Forum (FMF) 2005

December 8-11, 2005 at the Vancouver Convention and Exhibition Centre

EBM Teachers Breakfast Networking Session Third Annual

Friday December 9th 2005 7:00am-8:30am

Meeting Minutes

Introduction by: 

· Dr. Morgan Price, Lead Faculty, Informatics, University of British Columbia priceless@familymed.ca
· Dr. Colleen Kirkham, Curriculum Coordinator for EBM UBC Department of Family Practice ckirkham@interchange.ubc.ca
Introduction to organizing members of the EBM Teachers group: Dr. Michel Labrecque, University of Laval; Dr. Tom Emslie, University of Ottawa; Dr. Martin Dawes (McGill), and Dr. Inge Schabort, McMaster University, Dr. Marshall Godwin (Memorial)

This meeting of the EBM teachers is the 3rd annual networking session.  It is a forum for collaboration between EBM teachers from universities across Canada and more recently including some teachers from the USA and UK.  

Review of Agenda (see attached)
1 addition: Review of PDA resources (if time available)

Update on new teaching tools/strategies for EBM – a show and tell
Dr. Tom Emslie, University of Ottawa
Update on EBM/CME desktop – ePearls (exploring collaborations in residency EBM teaching, adding a practice audit)
· E-Pearls program currently includes CME and the Residency program

· 1st slide: Portal into e-Pearl.  This is ‘the desktop’.  

· Some Features: 

1. For ease and convenience requires one password only for entry and navigation throughout the program.  All other passwords belonging to that individual that are required for him/her to navigate the web are embedded into the portal system.

2. The left panel holds information to explain whatever is displayed on the main screen at all times

3. Search tools are live

4. All tabs are ‘one click’ away and are displayed automatically based on your set up and permissions.

5. E-Library Tab

· Users Learning Units will be introduced to the undergraduates this year based on a 5 step process: Assess, Ask, Acquire, Appraise, and Answer.  Will be rolled out along with video w/ sound demos on how to use these units.  

· Phase I: Beta-testing Dec 2004-June 2005

· Phase II: Field Testing Dec 2005-November 2006.  Comprised of 3 parts: 1) select facilitators/participants 2) EBM Residency Program, 3) CME Program.  The goal of the EBM Residency Program is to invite 3 university sites to use the program and to have each university help to build the practice component.  Would also like to add an EBM tab to the program.  Currently there is a proposal for funding out to the National CME group to test the CME program.

Q and A:

1. Are other university departments currently using the ‘Manual’ Pearl in their curriculum?  Queen’s university is not but it is incorporated into the Memorial University program.

A: Three participants raised their hand.  Also, a comment: McMasters currently has a residency level Pearl exercise for it’ first and 2nd year students.  An EBM question is included in the exercise.

2. Is e-Pearl currently available? 

A: No. Not yet.  They are just entering the Field Testing phase II.  To succeed, the team requires support from other residency programs and additional funding.

3. What is the academic licensing for e-Pearl?  What is the cost to roll it out to a University?

A: Ottawa University and University of Edmonton are putting out the call to find one more university to join them in piloting the program.  There would be no cost to pilot.

BF - Colleen Kirkham comments that the University of British Columbia would be interested in further discussion re becoming third party. Will follow up after the meeting.

4. Would the e-Pearl project overlap at all with the National EBM website that is currently being proposed for development?  

A: Yes, very much so.  At this time, however, the project is in too early stages for specifics.

5. Can you explain, in further detail, how the e-Library function works?

A: The Library tool is integrated into the system so that is can personalize past queries and topics searched by the individual logged into the system.

· Final comment and encouragement re ePearl: University of Edmonton is already part of the project.  The tool is ‘incredible’ and via exercise program will teach residents EBM.  

Dr. Michel Labrecque: Teaching EBM at Laval
Self tutorial interactive modules on EBM and information mastery, Info clinique, and an update on the critically appraised directory of EBM sites.
·  “Club de Lecture” is a web-based self-tutorial offered 1 X per week for Laval residents. (French Language).

· Features: Tutorial is multi-disciplinary (e.g. nursing, internal medicine, family medicine).  Administrator modules available where admin can view the participants and evaluate their progress.  There are also statistic evaluations for the class performance as a whole.

· Benefits: The modules decrease the workload for EBM teachers (When there is currently a shortage of trained EBM teachers available).

· Tutorials are used by:

· Internal Medicine residency at Laval

· Dept Family Medicine University of Montreal

· Strategic training initiative in research reproductive health sciences

· E-journal club Quebec –Soissons

· Rene Descartes and Paris 5 University (France)

· Tutorials inspired by Pearl program from the CFPC

· Meets all 5 objectives of the residency program at Laval

· 3 pilots with small resident groups have been performed

· They are currently increasing the magnitude to eleven residents from 3 family medicine units

· Currently tracking the value of program resources: Meta Search “Info Clinique” which searches program resources such as EBM, Info Pro, MAC, Info Patient.  If no answer to query is found then the tool will automatically search outside these search indexes to more general engines like google, yahoo.

· Questionnaire provided to residents in order to evaluate the reliability of the information provided.

· At project development end will conduct formal evaluation and then implement PERLE into other Family Medicine units.

· Hope is to integrate with other universities.

No questions

Dr. Morgan Price, University of British Columbia

The UBC family medicine informatics objectives 2005

· The UBC program objectives 2005 and Morgan’s presentation will be distributed to the listserv in order to save time this morning for other items on the agenda. (see attached).
Dr. Martin Dawes

A new journal for EBM teachers and developers, a “Teach the Teachers” EBM conference?

1. CAT maker: part of the Global Medical knowledge database designed at the Centre for Evidence-Based Medicine.

2. Conducted study 112 doctors for 4 hours: Found that 84% of questions queried were answered.  Spent 2 minutes per question at the point of care.  Spent 21 minutes to find the answer if they looked outside the office.  Needs to be less than 2 minutes to be effective in clinical practice.

3. In Europe, they currently have a database of Query answers called “Attract: at: http://attract.wales.nhs.uk/. NHS also has a question and answering service.

4. Objective: to build a similar database for North America.  (Different names for drugs etc in America vs Europe)

5. Currently in development: CAT Maker, FPin, Pearl, Laval. But physicians too busy to provide input to build database.

6. In U.K. they hire trained librarians to help create/research the database.  Runs on NHS National Database. (Comment made: At Laval, conducted informal study where residents searched query and librarians searched query.  Results were the same).

7. Currently working with FPin and the National College of Family physicians to obtain funding to develop National database.

Q and A

1. Comment: Value of developing database.  Is a beginning point that will get treatment moving faster but only a part of a multi-faced approach to treatment

2. Will the college of family physicians create an alliance with the National Network of Librarians for Health and the National Library of Medicine?

A: Not as yet.  There may be more funding through the States.

3. Comment: It is important that information is local and relevant to respective provinces. 

BF – comment to this Saturday’s FMF session “A Canadian Evidence-based Family Practice Web Site”, 2-5pm

Brent Jensen

RxFiles (RxFiles.ca)

· Evidence Based listing of medication

· An unbiased drug directory for Canada. 

· Provides cost to patient information

· Go to www.RxFiles.ca

· Book is more up to date. 

· Book funds the development of the listing ($35/book)

· Will be conducting a detailed presentation this afternoon (in the FMF 2005 program at 2-5pm and have a booth and display set up on the presentation level).
Tracy Monk, Burnaby BC, and Ron Warnebolt Coquitlam 

Evidocs (Evidence Based Information at the Point of Care)

· Project currently in development.  Timeline is to create a decision support tool to present to the Protocols of Guidelines committee of BCMA and Ministry of health in 2006

· Inspired by the need to improve informed shared decision making by creating simpler evidence based info for patients and docs at point of care, including e-mailable handouts and explanation of NNT and absolute and relative risk reduction. Info drillable down to original articles. 

· Development team comprised of patient outcomes evidence based working group.  4 family physicians on the committee , a senior researcher from the Ministry of Health, a pharmacologist at UBC and a Web designer.  

· Start up funds were used to pay for contributor’s time and web designer.

Feedback:

The health numbers are very useful and the focus on patient handout information.

Suggestion to include references to the systematic reviews for resources

Wrap up

· Colleen Kirkham reminds the group about Saturday’s FMF session “A Canadian Evidence-based Family Practice Web Site”, 2-5pm and the RxFiles presentation this afternoon at 2pm.

END.
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