Canadian Academic Detailing Collaboration

Academic detailing is the provision of evidence-based continuing education via one-to-one visits to health care providers in their practice settings. The educators are specially trained health care professionals, usually pharmacists. Systematic reviews have consistently shown that academic detailing is effective in changing clinician behaviour.  An important feature of academic detailing programs is the delivery of evidence-based information found in sources such as Cochrane reviews and health technology reports.

Six Canadian provinces have academic detailing programs of varying sizes and together they have formed the Canadian Academic Detailing Collaboration. This network was established to share expertise and content material, organize training and skill-development workshops for academic detailers, publish commentaries, conduct research about academic detailing, and make presentations at academic meetings. The University of Victoria (British Columbia) has obtained funding from the Canadian Institutes of Health Research to conduct a quantitative and qualitative evaluation of the academic detailing programs.

The Collaboration also helps develop and disseminate educational messages of the Canadian Optimal Medication Prescribing and Utilization Service. COMPUS is a nationally coordinated program of the Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health (CADTH) that identifies and promotes evidence-based clinical and economic information on optimal drug prescribing and use.
Contact names for the Canadian programs:
	Program
	Contact

	British Columbia Provincial Academic Detailing Service


	Terryn Naumann
	terryn.naumann@gov.bc.ca


	Academic Detailing - Alberta Health Services
	Debbie Bunka
	debbie.bunka@albertahealthservices.ca


	RxFiles (Saskatchewan)
	Loren Regier
	 regierl@rxfiles.ca

	Prescription Information Service of Manitoba
	Shawn Bugden
	 bugden@prisminfo.org

	Hamilton Family Health Team (Ontario) 
	Margaret Jin
	magsjin@gmail.com

	Dalhousie Academic Detailing  Service (Nova Scotia)
	Michael Allen
	michael.allen@dal.ca


The Collaboration has developed an Excel sheet to calculate statistics that may not be given in all clinical trials: event rates, relative risk reduction, absolute risk reduction, and numbers needed to treated with 95% confidence intervals.  

The Excel sheet can be downloaded from http://cme.medicine.dal.ca/ad_resources.htm.

